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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 


Claims 53-86 are cancelled 

Claim 87 (new) A computer-implemented system for auctioning a plurality of 
items, at least some of said items being dissimilar, said system comprising; 

a) an auctioneer's system and at least two user systems, the auctioneers system 
communicatively coupled to user systems; 

b) said user systems including: 
bl) means for receiving messages from the auctioneer's system and for 

displaying those messages; 

b2) means for receiving bid related information from users; and 
b3) means for transmitting bid information to the auctioneer's system, said bid 
information including bids (S ; , P ( ) each comprising a set identification S. and a value parameter 
P., where the set identification S ; identifies a set of items that the user proposes to transact and 
where the value parameter P i specifies a value proposed by the user for the set of items identified 

c) said auctioneer's system including: \ "y^T ' 
cl) means for generating and transmitting messages to user systems, said 

messages including a non-final message indicating that an auction will continue and a final 

message indicating that an auction has terminated; 

c2) means for receiving bid information from user systems; and 

c3) decision means responsive to the bid information received from the user 

systems for determining whether an auction should continue or terminate, said decision means 

including: 

c3 1) selecting means which selects bids to maximize a function of the 
value parameters P s of the selected bids; 
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c32) means to initiate the generation of a non-final message to at least 
one user system in response to a determination to continue an auction; and 

c33) means to initiate the generation of a final message to at least one 
user system in response to a determination to terminate an auction. 


Claim 88 (new) A system as recited in claim 87 wherein the selecting means ^ 
constrains the selection such that the sets S. identified by the selected bids are disjoint. 


Claim 89 (new) A system as recited in claim 88 wherein the items comprise 
television licenses or associated derivative rights* 

Claim 90 (new) A system as recited in claim 88 wherein the auction is conducted in 
multiple rounds. 

Claim 91 (new) A system as recited in claim 90 wherein the decision means 
compares the sum of the parameters P. from the selected bids to a function of the sum of the 
parameters P. from the selected bids of an earlier round. 

Claim 92 (new) A system as recited in claim 88 which further includes means for 
limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said particular user. 


Claim 93 (new) A system as recited in claim 88 which further includes means for 
limiting the number of bids that may be entered by a particular user. 

Claim 94 (new) A system as recited in claim 88 which further includes means for 
limiting bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 
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Claim 95 (new) A system as recited in claim 88 which further includes means for 
limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no less than a minimum value, wherein : 
said minimum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, and 
depends on previous bids by the users. 

Claim 96 (new) A system as recited in claim 88 which further includes means for 
limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no greater than a maximum value, 
wherein said maximum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, 
i and depends on previous bids by the users. 

v 

Claim 97 (new) A computer-implemented system for auctioning dissimilar items, 
including multiple instances of each of plural dissimilar items, said system comprising: 

a) an auctioneer's system and at least two user systems, the auctioneer's system 
communicatively coupled to user systems; 

b) said user systems including: 

bl) means for receiving messages from the auctioneer's system and for 
displaying those messages; 

b2) means for receiving bid related information from users; and 
b3) means for transmitting bid information to the auctioneer's system, said bid 
information including bids (S,, P,) each comprising a set identification and a value parameter 
P ; , where the set identification S. identifies a set of items that the user proposes to transact and 
where the value parameter P, specifies a value proposed by the user for the set of items identified 
by S ; ; and 

c) said auctioneer's system including: 

4 


PAGE 9126 * RCVD AT 3/1512004 4:05:49 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1I1 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:2022936229 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-30 


• 


9 


MAR-15-2004 16=10 CONNOLLY BOYE LODGE &HUT2 2022936229 P. 10/26 

Application No.: 09/476,877 Docket No.: 21736-00010-US 

c 1 ) means for generating and transmitting messages to user systems, said 

messages including a non-final message indicating that an auction will continue and a final 

message indicating that an auction has terminated; 

c2) means for receiving bid information from user systems; and 

c3) decision means responsive to the bid information received from the user 

systems for determining whether an auction should continue or terminate, said decision means. 

including: 

c3 1) selecting means which selects bids to maximize a function of the 
value parameters Pj of the selected bids subject to the constraint that the sets S. identified by the 
selected bids are compatible; 

c32) means to initiate the generation of a non-final message to at least 
one user system in response to a determination to continue an auction; and 

c33) means to initiate the generation of a final message to at least one 
user system in response to a determination to terminate an auction. 

Claim 98 (new) A system as recited in claim 97 wherein the items comprise 
television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

Claim 99 (new) A system as recited in claim 97 wherein the auction is conducted in 
multiple rounds. 

Claim 1 00 (new) A system as recited in claim 99 wherein the sets S, identified by 
the selected bids in the final round of the auction indicate items that will be assigned to the 
respective users after the auction. 
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Claim 101 (new) A system as recited in claim 99 wherein the decision means 
compares the sum of the parameters P ( from the selected bids to a function of the sum of the 
parameters P, from the selected bids of an earlier round. 


Claim 1 02 (new) A system as recited in claim 97 which further includes means for 
limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said particular user. 

Claim 1 03 (new) A system as recited in claim 97 which further includes means for 
limiting the number of bids that may be entered by a particular user. 

. Claim 104 (new) A system as recited in claim 97 which further includes means for 

^) \ limiting bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 

Claim 1 05 (new) A system as recited in claim 97 which further includes means for 
limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no less than a minimum value, wherein 
said minimum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, and 
depends on previous bids by the users. 

Claim 1 06 (new) A system as recited in claim 97 which further includes means for 
limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no greater than a maximum value, 
wherein said maximum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, 
and depends on previous bids by the users. 

Claim 1 07 (new) A computer-implemented method for auctioning a plurality of 
items, at least some of said items being dissimilar, among a plurality of users comprising: 
a) providing an auctioneer's system; 
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b) receiving bid related information from users and transmitting bid information to 
the auctioneer's system, said bid information including bids (S,, P.) each comprising a set 
identification S. and a value parameter P., where the set identification S. identifies a set of items 
that the user proposes to transact and where the value parameter P. specifies a value proposed by 
the user for the set of items identified by S ( ; 

c) determining at the auctioneer's system, in response to the bid information 
received from users, whether the auction should continue or terminate, said determining 
including the selecting of bids to maximize a function of the value parameters P ( of the selected 
bids; 

d) transmitting a message indicating that the auction will continue to at least one 
user, in response to a determination to continue the auction; and 

e) transmitting a message indicating that the auction will terminate to at least one 
user, in response to a determination to terminate the auction. 


Claim 1 08 (new) A method as recited in claim 1 07 wherein the determining further 
includes constraining the selection such that the sets S { identified by the selected bids are 
disjoint. 

Claim 1 09 (new) A method as recited in claim 1 08 wherein the items comprise 
television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

Claim 1 10 (new) A method as recited in claim 108 wherein the auction is conducted 
in multiple rounds. 


V 
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Claim 1 1 1 (new) A method as recited in claim 1 1 0 wherein the determining further 
includes comparing the sum of the parameters P, from the selected bids to a function of the sum 
of the parameters P ( from the selected bids of an earlier round. 

Claim 1 12 (new) A method as recited in claim 108 which further comprises limiting 
bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said particular user. 

Claim 1 13 (new) A method as recited in claim 108 which further comprises limiting 
the number of bids that may be entered by a particular user. 

Claim 1 1 4 (new) A method as recited in claim 1 08 which further comprises limiting 
A bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 


Claim 1 1 5 (new) A method as recited in claim 108 which further comprises limiting 
a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no less than a minimum value, wherein said 
minimum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, and depends 
on previous bids by the users. 

Claim 1 16 (new) A method as recited in claim 108 which further comprises limiting 
a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no greater than a maximum value, wherein said 
maximum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, and depends 
on previous bids by the users. 

Claim 117 (new) A computer-implemented method for auctioning a plurality of 
items, at least some of said items being dissimilar, among a plurality of users comprising: 
a) providing an auctioneer's system; 
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b) receiving bid related information from users and transmitting bid information to 
the auctioneer's system, said bid information including bids (S.» P,) each comprising a set 
identification S. and a value parameter P., where the set identification S. identifies a set of items 
that the user proposes to transact and where the value parameter ? { specifies a value proposed by 
the user for the set of items identified by S.; 

c) determining at the auctioneer's system, in response to the bid information 
received from users, whether the auction should continue or terminate, said determining 
including the selecting of bids to maximize a function of the value parameters P. of the selected 
bids subject to the constraint that the sets S s identified by the selected bids are compatible; 

d) transmitting a message indicating that the auction will continue to at least one 
user, in response to a determination to continue the auction; and 

e) transmitting a message indicating that the auction will terminate to at least one 
user, in response to a determination to terminate the auction. 

Claim 1 1 8 (new) A method as recited in claim 1 ] 7 wherein the items comprise 
television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

Claim 1 1 9 (new) A method as recited in claim 1 1 7 wherein the auction is conducted 
in multiple rounds. 

Claim 120 (new) A method as recited in claim 1 1 9 wherein the sets S i identified by 
die selected bids in the final round of the auction indicate items that will be assigned to the 
respective users after the auction. 
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Claim 121 (new) A method as recited in claim 1 1 9 wherein the determining farther 
includes comparing the sum of the parameters P ; from the selected bids to a function of the sum 
of the parameters P. from the selected bids of an earlier round. 

Claim 122 (new) A method as recited in claim 1 1 7 which further comprises limiting 
bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said particular user. 

Claim 123 (new) A method as recited in claim 1 17 which further comprises limiting 
the number of bids that may be entered by a particular user, 

Claim 124 (new) A method as recited in claim 1 17 which further comprises limiting 
bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 

Claim 1 25 (new) A method as recited in claim 1 1 7 which further comprises limiting 
a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no less than a minimum value, wherein said 
minimum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, and depends 
on previous bids by the users. 

Claim 126 (new) A method as recited in claim 1 1 7 which further comprises limiting 
a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no greater than a maximum value, wherein said 
maximum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, and depends 
on previous bids by the users. 


Claim 1 27 (new) A system for conducting a computer-implemented auction of a 
plurality of items, at least some of said items being dissimilar, said system including a plurality 
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of user systems operated by users and an auctioneer's system, the auctioneer's system being 
communicatively coupled to a plurality of user systems, comprising: 

a) means for receiving bid information, said bid information including bids (S jS P.) 
each comprising a set identification S and a value parameter P., where the set identification S 

1 1 i 

identifies a set of items that the user proposes to transact and where the value parameter P. 
specifies a value proposed by the user for the set of items identified by S iF from users at a 
plurality of user systems; 

b) means for transmitting signals based on the bid information from user systems to 
the auctioneer's system; and 

c) means for determining, based on the signals, the items to be assigned to the users, 
said determining means including selecting means which selects bids to maximize a function of 
the value parameters P. of the selected bids. 


Claim 128 (new) A system as recited in claim 127 wherein the selecting means ; 
constrains the selection such that the sets S. identified by the selected bids are disjoint. &y 


Claim 129 (new) A system as recited in claim 128 wherein the items comprise 
television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

Claim 130 (new) A system as recited in claim 128 wherein the auction is conducted 

in multiple rounds- 
Claim 131 (new) A system as recited in claim 130 wherein the determining means 

compares the sum of the parameters R from the selected bids to a function of the sum of the 

parameters P. from the selected bids of an earlier round. 


11 


PAGE 16/26 * RCVD AT 3/15/2004 4:05:49 PNI [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306 < CSID:2022936229 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-30 



MAR- 15-2004 16=12 


CONNOLLY BOUE LODGE &HUTZ 


2022936229 


P. 17/26 


Application No.: 09/476,877 


Docket No.: 21736-0001 0-US 


Claim 1 32 (new) A system as recited in claim 128 which further includes means for 
limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said particular user. 

Claim 133 (new) A system as recited in claim 128 which further includes means for 
limiting the number of bids that may be entered by a particular user. 

Claim 134 (new) A system as recited in claim 128 which further includes means for 
limiting bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 

Claim 135 (new) A system as recited in claim 128 which further includes means for 
limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no less than a minimum value, wherein 
said minimum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, and 
depends on previous bids by the users. 

Claim 136 (new) A system as recited in claim 128 which further includes means for 
limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no greater than a rjiajcimum value, 
wherein said maximum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, 
and depends on previous bids by the users. " 

Claim 137 (new) A system for conducting a computer-implemented auction of 
dissimilar items, including multiple instances of each of plural dissimilar items, said system 
including a plurality of user systems operated by users and an auctioneer's system, the 
auctioneer's system being communicatively coupled to a plurality of user systems, comprising: 

a) means for receiving bid information, said bid information including bids (S., P.) 
each comprising a set identification S and a value parameter P., where the set identification S 

1 i 

identifies a set of items that the user proposes to transact and where the value parameter P 
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specifies a value proposed by the user for the set of items identified by S., from users at a 
plurality of user systems; 

b) means for transmitting signals based on the bid information from user systems to 
the auctioneer's system; and 

c) means for determining, based on the signals, the items to be assigned to the users, 
said determining means including selecting means which selects bids to maximize a function of 
the value parameters P. of the selected bids subject to the constraint that the sets S. identified by 
the selected bids are compatible. 

Claim 138 (new) A system as recited in claim 137 wherein the items comprise 
television licenses or associated derivative rights. 


Claim 139 (new) A system as recited in claim 137 wherein the auction is conducted 
in multiple rounds. 


the selected bids in the final round of the auction indicate items that will be assigned to the 
respective users after the auction. 

Claim 141 (new) A system as recited in claim 139 wherein the determining means 
compares the sum of the parameters P. from the selected bids to a function of the sum of the 
parameters P. from the selected bids of an earlier round. 

Claim 142 (new) A system as recited in claim 137 which further includes means for 
limiting bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said particular user. 


Claim 140 (new) 


A system as recited in claim 139 wherein the sets Sj identified by 
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Claim 143 (new) A system as recited in claim 137 which further includes means for 
limiting the number of bids that may be entered by a particular user. 

Claim 144 (new) A system as recited in claim 137 which further includes means for 
limiting bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 

Claim 145 (new) A system as recited in claim 137 which further includes means for 
limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no less than a minimum value, wherein 
said minimum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, and 
depends on previous bids by the users. 


Claim 146 (new) A system as recited in claim 137 which further includes means for 
limiting a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no greater than a maximum value, 
wherein said maximum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, 
and depends on previous bids by the users. 

Claim 1 47 (new) A method for conducting a computer-implemented auction of a 
plurality of items, at least some of said items being dissimilar, in a system including an 
auctioneer's system, the method comprising: 

a) receiving bid information from users, said bid information including bids (S., P.) 
each comprising a set identification S, and a value parameter R, where the set identification Sj 
identifies a set of items that the user proposes to transact and where the value parameter R 
specifies a value proposed by the user for the set of items identified by S.; 

b) transmitting signals based on the bid information to the auctioneer's system; and 
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c) determining, based on the signals, the items to be assigned to the users, said 
determining including the selecting of bids to maximize a function of the value parameters P ; of 
the selected bids. 

Claim 148 (new) A method as recited in claim 147 wherein the determining further 
includes constraining the selection such that the sets S { identified by the selected bids are 

disjoint. 

Claim 149 (new) A method as recited in claim 148 wherein the items comprise 
television licenses or associated derivative rights. 

Claim 1 50 (new) A method as recited in claim 148 wherein the auction is conducted 
in multiple rounds. 

Claim 1 5 1 (new) A method as recited in claim 150 wherein the determining further 
includes comparing the sum of the parameters Pj from the selected bids to a function of the sum 
of the parameters P. from the selected bids of an earlier round. 

Claim 152 (new) A method as recited in claim 148 which further comprises limiting 
bids from a particular user based on previous bidding activity by said particular user. 

Claim 1 53 (new) A method as recited in claim 148 which further comprises limiting 
the number of bids that may be entered by a particular user. 

Claim 154 (new) A method as recited in claim 148 which further comprises limiting 
bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 
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Claim 1 55 (new) A method as recited in claim 148 which further comprises limiting 
a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no less than a minimum value, wherein said 
minimum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, and depends 
on previous bids by the users. 

Claim 1 56 (new) A method as recited in claim 1 48 which further comprises limiting 
a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no greater than a maximum value, wherein said 
maximum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, and depends 
on previous bids by the users. 

Claim 1 57 (new) A method for conducting a computer-implemented auction of 
dissimilar items, including multiple instances of each of plural dissimilar items, in a system 
including an auctioneer's system, the method comprising: 

a) receiving bid information from users, said bid information including bids (S p P.) 
each comprising a set identification Sj and a value parameter P;, where the set identification Sj 
identifies a set of items that the user proposes to transact and where the value parameter P ; 
specifies a value proposed by the user for the set of items identified by S.; 

b) transmitting signals based on the bid information to the auctioneer's system; and 

c) determining, based on the signals, the items to be assigned to the users, said 
determining including the selecting of bids to maximize a function of the value parameters P. of 
the selected bids subject to the constraint that the sets S. identified by the selected bids are 
compatible. 

Claim 1 58 (new) A method as recited in claim 1 57 wherein the items comprise 
television licenses or associated derivative rights. 
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Claim 159 (new) A method as recited id claim 157 wherein the auction is conducted 
in multiple rounds. 


the selected bids in the final round of the auction indicate items that will be assigned to the 
respective users after the auction. 

Claim 161 (new) A method as recited in claim 159 wherein the determining further 
includes comparing the sum of the parameters P s from the selected bids to a function of the sum 
of the parameters P ; from the selected bids of an earlier round. 

Claim 162 (new) A method as recited in claim 157 which further comprises limiting 


the number of bids that may be entered by a particular user. 

Claim 1 64 (new) A method as recited in claim 157 which further comprises limiting 
bids to identifying particular sets of said plurality of items. 

Claim 165 (new) A method as recited in claim 157 which further comprises limiting 
a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no less than a minimum value, wherein said 
minimum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, and depends 
on previous bids by the users. 
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Claim 166 (new) A method as recited in claim 157 which further comprises limiting 
a bid from a particular user to a value parameter no greater than a maximum value, wherein said 
maximum value is specific to said particular user and to a particular set identified, and depends 
on previous bids by the users. 
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